The article has further benefitted from discussions with Philip Alexander and Alexander Samely who are also warmly thanked for their input. 1 The term "telling" is preferred in the context of the present study, as, unlike "version" it does not imply that there is an "original" text that all the known witnesses are "versions" of. First, it can hardly be said that the book of Tobit is available via the fragments from Qumran. It has been estimated that the manuscripts published in DJD 19 only preserve 20% of the Aramaic and 6% of the Hebrew text.8 Second, the manuscripts from Qumran have little in common with the medieval Hebrew tellings which are the focus of this study. In other words, those "texts" of Tobit are not "in this cave." Third, it may be argued that the book of
